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Reasoning Workshop

October 10th 2017

Why do we teach Reasoning 
at Windlesham?

• Reasoning exercises develop the ability to understand 
and reason using words, shapes and numbers

• They challenge us to apply skills, rather than learned 
knowledge…Critical Thinking, Logic, Powers of 
Deduction, and Problem Solving, Systematic Analysis…
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Verbal Reasoning = 
Thinking with words and 

letters 
• Solving word plems
• Foling instructions to find a solution
• Sotig letter sequences
• Fing hidden words
• Cracg codes

How can we improve our 
Verbal Reasoning?

• *Read!!
• Word games and quizzes, crosswords, word searches, 

Scrabble, Boggle…
• Reading questions and following instructions exactly
• Synonyms, Antonyms, Plurals, Spelling, Maths
• General Knowledge
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Non- Verbal Reasoning = 
Thinking with pictures, 
diagrams and shapes

• Work out sequences of shapes
• Identify similarities and differences between shapes
• Crack codes which use shapes, patterns and numbers
• Based on mathematical concepts such as symmetry, 

rotation, reflection, size and direction

How can we improve our 
Non-Verbal Reasoning?

• Mathematical knowledge
• Spot the difference, Sudoku, Monopoly…
• Spatial awareness: Construction toys and jigsaw 

games
• Maths in the environment
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Non Verbal Reasoning

Like Shapes 

Odd one out

Rotations

Code Breaker 

Missing Sequence 

Missing Square
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Nets

Most like  

3D shapes top down 2D views

3D Shapes building block
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Figure Recognition

Figure Analysis

Verbal Reasoning

Insert a letter  

Find the odd words  

Alphabet code 

Synonyms
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Find the hidden word in a sentence  

Find the word 

Calculating with letters 

Opposite meaning 

Rearrange to make two new words

Number relationship  

Complete alphabet series  

Complete the sentence  

Complete word pairs
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Form new word 

Create word 

Similar meaning 

Letter relationship

Comprehension 

A Few Specific Strategies

• Read question twice!
• If working in timed conditions, work out time for each 

question first
• Skip difficult questions, do not exceed set time available
• Use process of elimination wherever possible
• Draw sketches/diagrams/tables/pictures where necessary
• Underline key words
• Use the alphabet
• Look for the most obvious connection


