
Read Write Inc Phonics

 S ub-heading



Learning to read at Windlesham 
School and Nursery



Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading [and talking] and we will change 

everything. 

And I mean everything.

  Jeanette Winterson

Read Write Inc Manager:
Mrs Rebecca Older

Reception  Teacher:
Mrs Sophie Mills
  

Year One Teacher:
Miss Sarah Jarman

Year Two Teachers:
Mrs Maliwan Smallwood 
and Mrs Patricia Colley

Phonics Coordinator and 

Learning Support teacher:

Ms Sheena Groves

Reception TAs:
Mrs Mackenzie Aizlewood 

and Mrs Marina Green

Year One TAs:

Mrs Vanja Pollard and 
Mrs Marina Green

Year Two TAs:

Mrs Tabitha Burnard

Miss Sasha McNally



Why Read write Inc 

Phonics?

Tried and tested over many years

Systematic and structured

❑"A rapid Learn to read  
programme

so children can…

❑Read to learn  for the 
rest of their lives 



Children:

Learn 44 sounds and matching 
letters/letter groups

Learn to blend sounds to read words

Read lots of specially written books

This is decoding or Fred talk

How does it work?

Children:

Talk a lot about what they have 
read to show they understand

Listen to and discuss other ideas to 
deepen understanding

This is comprehending



Learning the code Children learn a simple code first

All words are made up of sounds 
          
In English there are 44 
    
A grapheme is a sound written down

English has more than 150 
graphemes 

A complex code!



The complex English alphabetic code



“At vero eos et 
accusamus et iusto 
odio dignissimos 
ducimus qui 
blanditiis 
praesentium"

Fred only talks in sounds...

(Fred can say c_a_t, he can’t say cat)

We call this Fred Talk or Oral Blending

Blending is needed for reading

Fred helps children learn to spell as well! 

Children convert words into sounds

They press the sounds they hear on to their fingers...

We call this Fred Fingers

Fred helps the children learn to read



“At vero eos et 
accusamus et iusto 
odio dignissimos 
ducimus qui 
blanditiis 
praesentium"

Read Write Inc Reading Books

All children bring home their read 

write inc book and a book band 

book.

Reception  read at school in their 

Read write inc lesson and also 1:1 

with an adult.

They should aim for 5 minutes at 

home every day

Year One and Two read in their 

read write inc lesson every day 

and 1:1 to an adult 3 times a week 

and 10 minutes at home.



“At vero eos et 
accusamus et iusto 
odio dignissimos 
ducimus qui 
blanditiis 
praesentium"

A Weekly Programme

These activities take place over the week

Hold a 

sentence

Build a 

sentence

Proof read 

Handwriting

Spelling

Review of 

sounds and 

words



Phonic Screening Check – Year One



“At vero eos et 
accusamus et iusto 
odio dignissimos 
ducimus qui 
blanditiis 
praesentium"

By the time children are 5 years old: 

Never read to: 4,662 words

1–2 times per week:  63,570 words

3–5 times per week: 169,520 words

Daily: 296,660 words

Five books a day: 1,483,300 words

(Reading Framework July 2023 gov.uk)

•Nationally there is a decline in enjoyment of reading 

•Over a quarter of children leave primary school not meeting 

expected reading standards

National Year of Reading in 2026 – watch this space!



“At vero eos et 
accusamus et iusto 
odio dignissimos 
ducimus qui 
blanditiis 
praesentium"

•Nationally there is a decline 

in enjoyment of reading 

•Over a quarter of children 
leave primary school not 

meeting expected reading 

standards

National Year of Reading in 

2026 – watch this space!



“At vero eos et 
accusamus et iusto 
odio dignissimos 
ducimus qui 
blanditiis 
praesentium"

By knowing the 44 pure sounds 

By using the Speed Sound cards with your child

By knowing how to blend using Fred Talk for reading  m_a_t

By knowing how to do Fred Fingers for  spelling

By commenting in the Reading Diary when children have read their Read Write Inc or phonic 

reading book       

So how can you help your child?



“At vero eos et 
accusamus et iusto 
odio dignissimos 
ducimus qui 
blanditiis 
praesentium"

• Repetition of books

• Build confidence in instant word reading  - Fred in your head!

• Apply set 2  and 3 sounds looking for special friends, Fred talk, read the word

• Identify which sound is used when writing/ spelling the word --- i-e or igh

• Expression

• Intonation

• Fluency

• Comprehension – 90 words + per minute

• Multisyllabic words

Progression in Phonics



•Does your child see you read and write?

•Scribe for them…

•Read a range of books and ask lots of 

questions.

•Model new words

Food for thought …



“At vero eos et 
accusamus et iusto 
odio dignissimos 
ducimus qui 
blanditiis 
praesentium"

By having a look at the parents’ pages on the web for tips and resources for 

supporting your child at home:

www.ruthmiskinliteracy.com 

and

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

(RWI resources are published by  Oxford University Press) 

And...

http://www.ruthmiskinliteracy.com/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
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