
Curriculum Summary 
Spring 2026
Year 5

Spring Term Wow Day

Victorian Immersion Day



English
The Boy at the Back of the Class,
Onjali Q Rauf
Exploring themes and ideas in a text:
diversity, identities, belonging,
acceptance & kindness
Character studies and describing
characters
Inference, deduction and explanation
Recount writing: diaries
Newspaper writing
Persuasive writing and letter writing
Paragraphing and cohesion
Proofreading and editing work
Summarising key information from a
longer text
Spelling investigations
Learning and applying our
understanding of the Year 5 grammar
and punctuation curriculum

Maths
The four operations
Short division THHTU divided by U
applying all the multiplication table
facts
Division – rounding up or down
problems
Standard form of short and long
multiplication
Converting between fractions,
decimals and percentages
Compare and order fractions,
decimals and percentages
Find fractions and percentages of
amounts
Understanding mixed numbers and
improper fractions
Ratio
Statistics, Carroll Diagrams, Venn
Diagrams and Two-Way Tables
2D and 3D shapes

Science
Properties of Materials

Testing of different properties:
flammability, permeability, magnetism
Enquiries and investigations testing
the different materials including
conductors and insulators
Separating materials: filtering,
evaporation, sieving and magnetism
Dissolving and melting
Reversible and irreversible changes
Useful new materials

Music
Continue work on the ukuleles,
learning 2 new chords
Learn melodic patterns using tuned
instruments
Rhythm reading using ties and dotted
notes
Compare features of musical genres 
Create group performances

PE, Games and Swimming
Development of tactics and strategic
team play
Skill development in conditioned
games and competitive practice in a
variety of team sports including touch
rugby, hockey and cricket
Fixtures: further focus on positioning,
utilising teammates and skill
acquisition in a competitive
environment
Refinement of understanding of
fitness tests including agility, stamina
and speed
Development of gymnastics, dynamic
balance and movements in isolation
and with partners
Further development of water safety,
stroke technique, speed and
endurance in swimming



Computing
Learn to use MS Excel as a database
to collate, store, process and review
data sets.
Use a form to record information 
Compare paper and computer-based
databases
Outline how you can answer
questions by grouping and then
sorting data
Explain that tools can be used to
select specific data
Understand how to design and
manipulate a database in Excel
Use a real-world database to answer
questions
Explain that computer programs can
be used to compare data visually
Use a real-world database to answer
questions.
Use desktop publishing apps to create
visually appealing designs and prints
Use different features to make an
advertising poster
Mix different types of media together
for a desired effect
Understand how to work with layers
in DTP and the effects that this can
cause
Create a short video and edit it using
Canva 
Use a variety of elements to create the
desired effect
Understand how to add shadows, blur
and create powerful imagery on
Canva
Understand how to download and
share designs with other 
Consider the impact that font and
words have on a desired poster

Humanities
History: Victorians

Who Were the Victorians?
The British Empire
Industrial Revolution
Transport and communication
Life for rich and poor
Children in Victorian times
Health and living conditions
Victorian inventions and
achievements
Crime and punishment
Victorian culture and entertainment

Geography: Amazing Cities
What is a city?
Location and mapping skills
Physical features of cities
Human features of cities
Reasons cities grow
Climate and environment
City life and culture
Sustainability and challenges
Comparing cities
Future cities

French
Manger et Bouger

Vocabulary for food
Verbs to eat and to move
Healthy and unhealthy foods we eat
Verb conjugation 
Partitive article 
How to form the negative and the
grammatical changes needed
Sports and verbs to do and to play
Cognates
Reading skills
Phonics



Art & DT
Exploring the process of making
monotypes.  
Exploring the work of an artist who
uses monotypes to build sculptures
and installations
Set design: exploring how we can
create our own model set, inspired by
a creative stimulus (poetry, prose, film
or music)
Use sketchbooks throughout to
brainstorm, record, test and reflect

Drama
Development of story-based
improvisation and characterisation
Exploration of stories from around the
world and devised scenes
Focus on teamwork, collaboration,
and building confidence in performing
to peers
Multi role
Physical theatre
Use of reflection and peer feedback to
refine performances

PSHE
Internet safety
Understanding Justice
Inspirational Heroes – Mary Seacole &
Florence Nightingale
Exploring & respecting differences
Diversity – identities and belonging
Acceptance & kindness – The Boy at
the Back of the Class
Jealousy

Philosophy
In this topic, KS2 children will explore the
heart and lungs through philosophical
thinking. Pupils will discuss questions
such as:
“Why do the heart and lungs work
together?”
“What does it mean for something to be
alive?”
“Which is more important—the heart or
the lungs?”
The focus is on encouraging curiosity,
reasoning, and discussion, helping
children develop their ability to think
deeply and express their ideas about how
their bodies work.



How you can support your child continued
English

Read with your child. Statistics show that reading for 20 minutes a day exposes your
child to 1,800,000 words a year and accumulates to an approximate total of 122 hours a
year spent reading in comparison with reading for 1 minute a day which exposes your
child to 8,000 words a year and a total of approximately 6 hours spent reading.  
Research shows that children who spend 20 minutes reading a day will likely score
higher than 90% of their peers in standardised tests.
Practise spelling little and often throughout the week.
Encourage your child to complete all the activities in the weekly spelling booklets before
the weekly tests. 
Use website to revise key grammar skills and word classes e.g. BBC Bitesize,
Topmarks.co.uk, wordwall.net

Geography: Amazing Cities
Talk about cities. Discuss places you have visited or lived in.  Share what makes them
special and compare them to other cities around the world.
Explore maps together.  Look at an atlas or online maps to locate major cities and talk
about their features.
Visit local landmarks.  If possible, explore historical buildings or museums to make
learning real and engaging.

History: Victorians
Read and research.  Encourage your child to read books or watch documentaries about
Victorian life.  Some suggestions include:

-Street Child by Berlie Doherty
-Hetty Feather by Jacqueline Wilson
-Gaslight by Eloise Williams
-The Workhouse Boy by Theresa Tomlinson
-Oliver Twist (abridged versions for children) by Charles Dickens
-Horrible history videos & podcasts such as The Past and the Curious, History Storytime,
Bedtime History. 
Maths

Regularly use Times Tables Rockstars to build automaticity in the times tables with the
corresponding division facts on Times Tables Rock Stars 
Use MyMaths to develop understanding of Maths topics throughout the year. 

Philosophy 
This term, children are exploring the heart and lungs through philosophical thinking. You
can support this at home by asking open-ended questions such as:
Why do the heart and lungs work together?
What makes our body alive?
Which is more important—the heart or lungs?
These discussions encourage children to think deeply, reason carefully, and share their
ideas, just like young philosophers exploring big questions about the body and life.



How you can support your child continued

Science: Properties and Changes in Materials
Cooking is a fantastic way to explore science! Here are some ideas to reinforce classroom
learning:
Use Scientific Vocabulary:
Encourage your child to use words like:

dissolve (sugar in tea)
evaporate (water boiling away)
filter (straining pasta)
reversible change (melting butter)
irreversible change (baking a cake)

Cooking Experiments:
Melting and cooling: Melt chocolate and let it set again. Ask: Is this change reversible?
Mixing and separating: Make a salad dressing with oil and vinegar. Can they separate it
again?
Heating and chemical change: Bake bread or a cake. Discuss why it can’t go back to its
original ingredients.
Ask big questions while cooking

What happens when salt dissolves in water?
Why does pasta water steam?
Why can’t we turn a cooked egg back into a raw egg?

PE and Games
Cardio activities: running, cycling and swimming
Practise ski jumps from side to side (two feet and one foot). Jump and hop backwards
and forwards. 
Practise rugby passing technique, particularly when on the move - repetition is key.
Coordination focus – throw and catch a ball off a wall or with a partner. Practise cricket
bowling technique.
Practise striking and fielding skills with a bat and ball with a partner – keep your eyes on
the ball.


